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Seminar

An Overview of the Internal Market
Part 2: Free Movement of Persons/Services
and the Protection of Consumers of Services

What is actually new in the ‘Bolkestein’ Proposal ?

The Proposed Directive on the Liberalisation of Services,
the Current State of Development and 

the Recent Rulings of the European Court of Justice

3-4 October 2006

organised by the

European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA)

Maastricht, NL


The European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA) is organising a combination of two seminars on the Internal Market, entitled The Internal Market and the Free Movement of Goods and The Internal Market and the Free Movement of Professionals and Services and the  Protection of Consumers of Services. 

These activities will take place in Maastricht (NL) on 2-4 October 2006.

The aim is to brief the participants on the basic principles and rules governing the internal market so as to prevent them from committing inadvertent breaches of the law. This should result in a more confident, error-free and correct application of these rules in their daily work, thereby avoiding problems and litigation due to oversight. Anyone that can impose sanctions in relation to products, persons or services coming from abroad needs to observe the rules of the Internal Market no matter what field they work in. As a result, these events are aimed at all officials of government or private bodies that have the power to refuse licences or permits in relation to goods, persons or services or that can order goods to be withdrawn from the market.

The seminars will be held in English. You will find enclosed all the relevant information. EIPA is also happy to offer a variation of this programme as a training activity within your organisation at a place and in a language of your choosing.

Should you require more information about the practical organisation of the seminar please do not hesitate to contact Ms Gediz Cleffken, (fax: +31 43 3296 296; tel.: +31 43 3296 279; e-mail: g.cleffken@eipa-nl.com) who will be pleased to provide you with any further details you may require.

You can also consult our web site: http://www.eipa.nl (conferences). 

We would be most grateful if you could also distribute this information among other persons who may be interested in this seminar.
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Target Group: Officials from national, regional and local government working in areas related to the internal market and in particular to the free movement of persons and services, professional standards, consumer protection and market supervision. In fact, the seminar is intended for any official of a governmental body or professional association who can refuse requests or applications from individuals or companies to exercise a particular activity, to implement certain projects or to simply live somewhere for a while. For example, where officials are dealing with residence, social security or personal taxation and have not heard of Regulation 1612/68/EEC, they will be on thin ice as the courts will not condone a breach of this rule. Due to the mutual influence of the rules on free movement, this seminar will also be interesting for those dealing with the free movement of goods because developments here have often been analogous to those in the other field.
Description: This 1.5-day seminar will present the rules governing the free movement of persons and the freedom to provide cross-border services, their main principles (such as mutual recognition and non-discrimination) and their impact on national authorities at all levels of government. Following a recent overhaul, a new Directive was issued earlier this year. However, the essence of the rules – some of which date back to 1968 but are often still overlooked – remains the same. At this seminar, the evolution, origins and reasons for these rules will be set out and explained so as to provide the participants with a solid base for dealing with this issue and to show them when these matters become relevant for them. In this context, they may sometimes be required to ignore the national rules they are familiar with and instead have to familiarise themselves with and apply the European rules directly.

Method: The seminar will offer a productive mix of presentations and discussions to support the exchange of ideas, opinions and tips between the experts and participants. Apart from briefings, there will be panel discussions and working groups to enable participants and speakers to discuss points of particular interest or concern. 
Recent relevant rulings by the European Court of Justice will be distributed in an easy-to-read textbook enabling participants to know exactly what the Court has ruled on a particular issue without the need to read through the whole judgment to find the relevant passage.
Objective: The aim is to brief the participants on the basic principles and rules of the internal market so as to prevent them from committing inadvertent breaches of law. At the end of the seminar, the participants should not only have knowledge of the relevant rules but also have internalised them. They will also learn at what point they should enquire about other rules they normally do not deal with. This should result in a more confident, error-free and correct application of these rules in their daily work, thereby avoiding problems and litigation due to oversight. 

Fee: 

· € 650
· € 550 if participation is combined with the abovementioned seminar on the free movement of goods
Language: The seminar will be conducted in English with simultaneous interpretation into other languages. Please note that interpretation will be subject to a minimum number of participants requiring translation. 
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The new ‘Proposal’ and what is actually new there 

The Proposed Directive on the Liberalisation of Services,
the Current State of Development and 
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organised by the

European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA), Maastricht, NL

Provisional Programme

The European Institute of Public Administration (EIPA) serves public management and public administrations throughout Europe in their adaptation to the European integration process. 
Its main objective is to provide training for senior civil servants from the EU Member States, candidate countries and beyond.

Tuesday, 3 October 2006 

13:30    
Registration / Lunch-Break – for those that stay on from Part 1, the Free Movement of Goods

14:30     
Welcome and introduction
Dr Timm Rentrop, Lecturer / Project Leader, EIPA, Maastricht (NL) 

The Perception of the current state of play by the stakeholders
15:00   
Social Services of general economic interest. How are they affected by the Internal Market and where are the challenges ?
Mr Laurent Ghekière, Delegate of the Social Union for Housing to the EU, Vice-President of the CEEP Committee on Enterprises, Internal Market and Competition, Brussels (BE)

16:00   
Coffee Break and Stocktaking-Session:
The participants’ perception of the Internal Market in Services, the EU rules on Consumer Protection and the relevance for their work
The participants will be asked to discuss, in pairs, their views on the situation of the Internal Market, the programme and the relevance of the Internal Market to their work. A questionnaire will give them the opportunity to indicate items of individual interest, which they would like to see addressed in the programme.

   
The Current state of play: the existing rules on Market Access
16:30      
Background briefing:

· an introduction to the EU’s internal market;

· the resulting obligations for Member States and their officials; and

· the duties of non-state bodies;

Dr Timm Rentrop

18:00   
Coffee-Break

18:30      
Access to the market for migrants and foreign service providers

· The basic rules (some date back to 1968 and are STILL often overlooked);

· Authorisation and registration of foreign businesses and professionals;

Dr Timm Rentrop

19:00      
Special mechanisms to make access to the market easier for foreigners

· Recognition of foreign diplomas and certificates;

· Requiring Language Abilities

Dr Timm Rentrop

19:30     
End of day one and Joint Dinner 


Wednesday, 4 October 2006

09:00    
Briefing on the definite ‘NO NOs’: 
Measures that have repeatedly been struck down by the Courts but are still regularly imposed in the name of Consumer Protection
Dr Timm Rentrop
   
The current state of play: The existing rules on service provision, supervision and Consumer Protection
09.30   
The new EU Directive on Unfair Commercial Practices 
Ms Elena Savia, DG SANCO Unit B2 – Consumer’s legal, economic and other interests, European Commission, Brussels (BE) 

10.15     
Consumer Protection and supervision of services in the case of 
foreign service-providers 
Dr Timm Rentrop
11:00    
Coffee-Break

11.30   
The ‘Services’-part of the Directive on Diploma-Recognition
Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the recognition of professional qualifications also contains a number of provisions that deal with the provision of services and the supervision of foreign service providers
Ms Ana Rodríguez-Pérez, Administrator, Internal Market and Services DG – Unit D/3 (Regulated Professions), European Commission, Brussels (BE)
   
The proposals affecting the service-sector
12:30   
The proposed Directive on services in the Internal Market 
The Proposal for a Directive on Services in the Internal Market (COM(2004)2) and the amended proposal (COM(2006)160) after the European Parliament's vote
Ms María Teresa Fábregas Fernández, Internal Market and Services DG – Unit E/1 (Services), European Commission, Brussels (BE)

13:30     
Lunch break

14:30   
What is actually new ? 
Rulings of the European Court of Justice already provide binding rules in the areas covered by the proposal, which are often similar to the latter’s provisions.
Dr Timm Rentrop
15:30     
Coffee break

16:00  
Discussion on the reason for the ‘Bolkestein’-proposal and
the desirability of its design 
16:30     
Workshop: Lessons to be drawn
The participants will be asked to discuss, in pairs and with the help of a questionnaire, the information obtained during the seminar, how it applies to their situation and how it can help them.

17:00      
Evaluation of the seminar

17:30     
End of the seminar

***
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Programme

The programme will commence on Tuesday 3 October at 14.30 hrs and finish on Wednesday 4 October 2006 at 17.30 hrs.

Seminar venue

The seminar will take place at the European Institute of Public Administration, O.L. Vrouweplein 22, NL-6211 HE Maastricht, tel.: +31.43.3296222, fax: +31.43.3296296.

Working language

The seminar will be conducted in English.
Fee

The participation fee for the seminar is € 650.

If the participant also attends the seminar to be held on 2 and 3 October the participation fee is € 550. The participation fee includes documentation, 2 lunches, 1 dinner and refreshments. Accommodation and travel costs are at the expense of the participants or their administration.

Hotel reservations

The European Institute of Public Administration will be pleased to make reservations for you at a hotel in Maastricht. We have made a block booking at Hotel Beaumont**** (www.beaumont.nl), at a rate of € 95 p.p.p.n. for a single room and € 137 for a double room (incl. breakfast and tourist tax). Should you wish to make use of this possibility, please indicate the name of the hotel and the dates of arrival and departure on the registration form. Payment is to be made directly and personally to the hotel on checking out. Please note that if you register after the closing date, hotel reservations cannot be guaranteed.

Meals

The lunches will be served at the Institute’s restaurant and dinner in the evening will be at a restaurant in town. Should you require a special menu (e.g. vegetarian, diabetic), please indicate this on the registration form or inform the Programme Organiser so that this can be arranged.

Registration

Kindly complete the registration form and return it before 15 September 2006 to Ms Gediz Cleffken, Programme Organiser, European Institute of Public Administration, P.O. Box 1229, NL-6201 BE Maastricht, tel.: +31.43.3296279, fax: +31.43.3296296, e-mail: g.cleffken@eipa-nl.com. You can also submit the online registration form which can be found on EIPA’s web site: http://www.eipa.nl (conferences and seminars).

Confirmation

Confirmation of registration will be forwarded to participants on receipt of the completed registration form.

Payment

Prior payment is a condition for participation. Please indicate the method of payment on the registration form. For cancellations received after 15 September 2006 we will have to charge an administration fee of € 150 unless a replacement participant is found.
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Surname:
________________________________________________________________Title:   __________

First name:
_______________________________________________________________________ M / F

Current position: 
________________________________________________________________________

Organisation:
__________________________________________________________________________

Department:
___________________________________________________________________________

Work address:
_________________________________________________________________________

Postal code & town:
___________________________________________ Country: __________________

Tel. no. (work):
_________________________________________________ Fax no.: ________________
E-mail address:
________________________________________________________________________

PAYMENT - p:\0634301

The participation fee includes participation in the seminar, documentation, 1 lunch, 1 dinner and beverages    € 650
If the participant also attends the seminar to be held on 3-4 October 2006 the registration fee will be
       € 550
Method of payment


Bank transfer

The participants or their administration will receive an invoice for the payment of the registration fee.


Invoice address (if different from the abovementioned address):


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..


E-mail: …………………………………………………………………………………………………….

 
Credit card


(credit card payments are subject to an additional charge of 5% of the total amount of the registration fee). 
 Visa Card Eurocard/Mastercard                              American Express Card 

     Card no.: ...........................…….......................................   Expiry date: ......./.......


Name Card holder: .................................................................................................
(in case this differs from above)


Address Card holder: ............................................................................................. 
(in case this differs from above)

Postal code: .............. Country: .............................................................................. 
(in case this differs from above)

Card Validation Code: .................................
(this refers to the last three digits of the number on the BACK of your card) 
(Exempt from VAT by virtue of Article 11, para. 1 (o), subpara. 2 of the Dutch Law on VAT of 1968)

 Note: 
Pre-payment is a condition for participation. For administrative reasons, a fee of € 150 will be charged for cancellations received after 
15 September 2006 unless another participant is designated.


HOTEL RESERVATION

Please reserve hotel accommodation for me at hotel Beaumont:

      Date of arrival: 
   Date of departure:
    No. of nights:

No hotel reservation required
MEALS
Lunch  
will attend
will not attend         Dinner 
  
will attend
 will not attend              




 I am vegetarian   
  No fish    
 Fish



As the number of places is limited, please return the completed registration form before 15 September 2006 to:
Ms Gediz Cleffken

Tel.: +31.43.3296 279

European Institute of Public Administration

Fax: +31.43.3296 296

P.O. Box 1229, NL-6201 BE MAASTRICHT
E-mail: g.cleffken@eipa-nl.com

